
A Reason for the Hope You Have – Week 3 

 

I. EVIENCE FROM HISTORY 

a. Josephus 

i. "Festus was now dead, and Albinus was but upon the road; so he assembled the 

Sanhedrin of judges, and brought before them the brother of Jesus, who was 

called Christ, whose name was James, and some others, [or, some of his 

companions]; and when he had formed an accusation against them as breakers 

of the law, he delivered them to be stoned." (Antiquities, Book 20, chapter 9, 

paragraph 1) 

ii. “At this time there was a wise man who was called Jesus, and his conduct was 

good, and he was known to be virtuous. And many people from among the Jews 

and the other nations became his disciples. Pilate condemned him to be 

crucified and to die. And those who had become his disciples did not abandon 

their loyalty to him. They reported that he had appeared to them three days 

after his crucifixion, and that he was alive. Accordingly they believed that he 

was the Messiah, concerning whom the Prophets have recounted wonders. 

(Antiquities 18:63-64). 

 

b. Thallus (52AD)  

i. "On the whole world there pressed a most fearful darkness; and the rocks were 

rent by an earthquake, and many places in Judea and other districts were 

thrown down. This darkness Thallus, in the third book of his History, calls, as 

appears to me without reason, an eclipse of the sun." (Julius Africanus, 

Chronography, 18:1) 

 

c. Pliny the Younger (61-113AD)  

i.  "They (the Christians) were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day 

before it was light, when they sang in alternate verses a hymn to Christ, as to a 

god, and bound themselves by a solemn oath, not to any wicked deeds, but never 

to commit any fraud, theft or adultery, never to falsify their word, nor deny a 

trust when they should be called upon to deliver it up; after which it was their 

custom to separate, and then reassemble to partake of food—but food of an 

ordinary and innocent kind." 

 

d. Suetonius (69-140AD)  

i. "Because the Jews at Rome caused constant disturbances at the instigation of 

Chrestus (Christ), he (Claudius) expelled them from the city (Rome)." (Life of 

Claudius, 25:4) 

ii. "Nero inflicted punishment on the Christians, a sect given to a new and 

mischievous religious belief." (Lives of the Caesars, 26.2) 

 

 



e. Tacitus (56-120AD)  

i. Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the 

most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called 

Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, 

suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of 

our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus 

checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judea, the first source of 

the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous and shameful from every 

part of the world find their centre and become popular." 

 

f. Mara Bar-Serapion (70AD)  

i. "What benefit did the Athenians obtain by putting Socrates to death? Famine 

and plague came upon them as judgment for their crime. Or, the people of 

Samos for burning Pythagoras? In one moment their country was covered with 

sand. Or the Jews by murdering their wise king?...After that their kingdom was 

abolished. God rightly avenged these men...The wise king...Lived on in the 

teachings he enacted." 

 

g. Phlegon (80-140AD)  

i. "Phlegon records that, in the time of Tiberius Caesar, at full moon, there was a 

full eclipse of the sun from the sixth to the ninth hour." (Africanus, 

Chronography, 18:1) 

ii. Origen -  “Now Phlegon, in the thirteenth or fourteenth book, I think, of his 

Chronicles, not only ascribed to Jesus a knowledge of future events . . . but also 

testified that the result corresponded to His predictions.” (Origen Against 

Celsus, Book 2, Chapter 14)  

iii. “And with regard to the eclipse in the time of Tiberius Caesar, in whose reign 

Jesus appears to have been crucified, and the great earthquakes which then 

took place ... ” (Origen Against Celsus, Book 2, Chapter 33)  

iv. “Jesus, while alive, was of no assistance to himself, but that he arose after 

death, and exhibited the marks of his punishment, and showed how his hands 

had been pierced by nails.” (Origen Against Celsus, Book 2, Chapter 59)  

 

h. Lucian of Samosata: (115-200 A.D.)  

i. "The Christians, you know, worship a man to this day—the distinguished 

personage who introduced their novel rites, and was crucified on that 

account....You see, these misguided creatures start with the general conviction 

that they are immortal for all time, which explains the contempt of death and 

voluntary self-devotion which are so common among them; and then it was 

impressed on them by their original lawgiver that they are all brothers, from the 

moment that they are converted, and deny the gods of Greece, and worship the 

crucified sage, and live after his laws. All this they take quite on faith, with the 

result that they despise all worldly goods alike, regarding them merely as 

common property." (Lucian, The Death of Peregrine. 11-13) 

 



i. Celsus (175AD)  

i. Jesus had come from a village in Judea, and was the son of a poor Jewess who 

gained her living by the work of her own hands. His mother had been turned out 

of doors by her husband, who was a carpenter by trade, on being convicted of 

adultery [with a soldier named Panthéra (i.32)]. Being thus driven away by her 

husband, and wandering about in disgrace, she gave birth to Jesus, a bastard. 

Jesus, on account of his poverty, was hired out to go to Egypt. While there he 

acquired certain (magical) powers which Egyptians pride themselves on 

possessing. He returned home highly elated at possessing these powers, and on 

the strength of them gave himself out to be a god.” 

 

Source: 

http://www.pleaseconvinceme.com/index/Is_There_Evidence_for_Jesus_Outside_the_Bible 

 

So, we know there was a man named Jesus who lived and taught in the Middle East in the first 

century. We know many worshiped him as the Messiah from heaven and he along with many of 

them was killed for those events. 

 

http://www.pleaseconvinceme.com/index/Is_There_Evidence_for_Jesus_Outside_the_Bible

