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“A ReAson foR the hope You hAve” 

The Defense Witness List 
 

1. MOSES – Evidence from Genesis 1500 years before Jesus was born. 

a. Story of creation in Genesis where the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are recorded. 

b. Record in Exodus instructions on the Passover Lamb. Picture of Jesus, the Passover Lamb of God.   

 

2. KING DAVID – Evidence from Psalm 1000 years before Jesus was born. 

a. Story of Jesus’ crucifixion in Psalm 22 

b. Story of future betrayal of Jesus by a close friend in Psalm 41 

c. Story of gall and vinegar offered to Jesus as He is dying in Psalm 69 

 

3. ISAIAH THE PROPHET – Evidence from Isaiah 700 years before Jesus was born. 

a. The virgin birth, the sign from God about the Messiah. Isaiah 7:14 

b. Isaiah 9:1-7. A child would be born to sit on David’s throne and deliver God’s people. He brings honor to 

Galilee. 

c. Isaiah 50:5-7. He was beaten; His beard pulled out, mocked, and spat upon. 

d. Isaiah 52:13-15. How does this scene describe Jesus’ crucifixion?  

e. Isaiah 53:1-6. What scenes of the suffering servant fit Jesus’ final days?   

f. Isaiah 53:7-8. He is silent before His accusers. Like a lamb led to the slaughter is a key image. The lamb has 

done nothing wrong. They are simply selected and led off to be killed. 

g. Isaiah 53:9. He would be assigned a grave with the wicked and the rich at death. 

 

4. THE PROPHET MICAH - Evidence from Micah 700 years before Jesus was born. 

a. Micah 5:1-5. The ruler that restores Israel will come from Bethlehem in Judah and this ruler of Israel will have 

origins from of old, from ancient times.  

 

5. THE PROPHET ZECHARIAH - Evidence from Zechariah 520 years before Jesus was born. 

a. Zechariah 11:12-13. Price of Jesus’ betrayal was 30 pieces of silver and it was paid for someone but then cast 

into the house of the Lord and then to the potter. 

b. Zechariah 12:10. The crucifixion of Jesus would cause grace to be poured out on the house of David.  

c. Zechariah 13:7. Desertion of Jesus’ by His followers predicted. 

 

6. EVIDENCE OUTSIDE THE BIBLE 

a. Josephus 

i. Jewish historian lived in the first century. He mentions James, the brother of Jesus, in his book called 

Antiquities. (Antiquities, Book 20, chapter 9, paragraph 1) 

ii. Josephus also wrote about a man called Jesus who was good and virtuous. Many Jews became his 

disciples. Pilate sentenced him to die. His loyal followers claimed he rose from the dead and was the 

Jewish Messiah.  (Antiquities 18:63-64). 

 

b. Thallus (52AD) – Non-Christian writer. Quoted by Julius Africanus, writing around 221AD.  Thallus tried to 

explain away the darkness that occurred at the point of Jesus’ crucifixion: (Julius Africanus, Chronography, 

18:1) 

 

c. Pliny the Younger (61-113AD) Early Christians are also described in secular history. Pliny the Younger, in a 

letter to the Roman emperor Trajan, describes the lifestyles and worship of early  

Christians. 
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d. Suetonius (69-140AD) Suetonius was a Roman historian and annalist of the Imperial House under the 

Emperor Hadrian. His writings about Christians describe their treatment under the Emperor Claudius (41-

54AD because of the constant disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus (Christ). (Life of Claudius, 25:4) 

Suetonius wrote about the fire which destroyed Rome in 64 A.D. under the reign of Nero. Nero blamed the 

Christians for this fire and he punished Christians severely as a result: (Lives of the Caesars, 26.2) 

 

e. Tacitus (56-120AD) Cornelius Tacitus was known for his analysis and examination of historical documents 

and is among the most trusted of ancient historians. He was a senator under Emperor Vespasian and was also 

proconsul of Asia. In his “Annals’ of 116AD, he describes Emperor Nero’s response to the great fire in Rome 

and Nero’s claim that the Christians were to blame. In this account, Tacitus confirms for us that Jesus lived in 

Judea, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, and had followers who were persecuted for their faith in Christ. 

 

f. Mara Bar-Serapion (70AD) Sometime after 70AD, a Syrian philosopher named Mara Bar-Serapion, writing 

to encourage his son, compared the life and persecution of Jesus with that of other philosophers who were 

persecuted for their ideas. The fact that Jesus is known to be a real person with this kind of influence is 

important. As a matter of fact, Mara Bar-Serapion refers to Jesus as the “Wise King” 

 

g. Phlegon (80-140AD) Julius Africanus also mentions a historian named Phlegon who wrote a chronicle of 

history around 140AD. In this history, Phlegon also mentions the darkness surrounding the crucifixion in an 

effort to explain it: (Africanus, Chronography, 18:1) 

 

h. Lucian of Samosata: (115-200 A.D.)  

Lucian was a Greek satirist who spoke sarcastically of Christ and Christians, but in the process, he did affirm 

that they were real people and never referred to them as fictional characters: (Lucian, The Death of Peregrine. 

11-13) 

 

i. Celsus (175AD) Celsus was quite hostile to the Gospels, but in his criticism, he unknowingly affirms and 

reinforces the authors and their content. His writing is extensive and he alludes to 80 different Biblical quotes, 

confirming their early appearance in history. In addition, he admits that the miracles of Jesus were generally 

believed in the early 2nd century!  


